
European Union (Withdrawal) Bill

Legislative timeline

Date Stage Process Opportunity for 
engagement

House of Commons

13 July 2017 First Reading, House of Commons 

Time: Nil 

European Union (Withdrawal) Bill introduced 
to parliament 

No

21 July – 3 September 2017 Summer recess No legislative activity but useful opportunity to 
brief MPs ahead of second reading 

Yes

7 September 

11 September 2017

Second Reading, House of 
Commons

Time: 2 days 

A programme motion is likely to be 
moved after Second Reading. This 
allots the time allowed for each 
stage of the Bill in the Commons.

The first opportunity for MPs to debate the 
principles of the Bill. At the end of the debate, the 
Commons vote to decide whether the Bill should 
progress to the next stage. No amendments 
can be made to the text of the Bill at this stage, 
although members may give an idea of the 
changes they will be proposing at later stages. 

Yes

The first opportunity for the 
Committee Stage to commence 
would be the week commencing 
18 September

Committee Stage, House of 
Commons

Time: TBC

As a Bill of constitutional significant, this will be 
taken in the Committee of the Whole House 
and will allow all MPs to examine and potentially 
amend the legislation line-by-line. 

This will be done over several sittings. However, 
until a programme motion is tabled, it will not 
be clear how many days the government will 
designate to this stage or how quickly this 
process will take.

Yes

Expected one week following end 
of Committee Stage

Report Stage, House of Commons

Time: Likely one day

Further opportunity for amendments. Yes

Could be taken on the same day as 
Report Stage

Third Reading, House of Commons

Time: Likely one day or less

The House of Commons votes to either approve 
or reject the final Bill.

No

House of Lords

Progress through the Lords is less predictable. The government has significantly reduced control, there are fewer procedural rules and it is not possible to 
schedule business in the same way as the Commons.

First Reading, House of Lords Bill presented. No

Normally two weekends after 
First Reading

Second Reading, House of 
Lords

Peers debate the key principles and main 
purpose of the Bill, and flag any concerns 
or specific areas where they think 
amendments (changes) are needed.

Yes

Usually two weeks after 
Second Reading

Committee Stage, House of 
Lords

Line-by-line scrutiny of the Bill and peer’s 
first opportunity to table amendments.

Yes

Usually two weeks after 
Committee Stage

Report Stage, House of Lords Additional opportunity for peers to table 
amendments. 

Yes

Three sitting days after Report 
Stage

Third Reading, House of Lords Final opportunity for peers to table simple 
housekeeping amendments.

No



Ping Pong (if required)

This is the process which seeks to ensure agreement on the final text of the Bill by both Houses. It is only necessary if the House of Lords amend the text 
of the Bill. 

Ping Pong can become extremely complicated. The government would usually programme the time it gives to consideration of Lords amendments but 
the Lords cannot, meaning this stage has the potential to run for several days.

Royal Assent

Before receiving Royal Assent, both the House of Commons and the House of Lords must agree on a version of the Bill. This can take place any time 
after the completion of Ping Pong, and happens when, on the instruction from the Monarch, both the Speaker and Lord Speaker have notified the 
Commons and the Lords respectively that Royal Assent has been achieved and that the Bill is now an Act of Parliament. Once this has happened, the 
Bill becomes law.

Useful links

Great Repeal Bill White Paper

Legislating for Brexit: the Great Repeal Bill 

Parliament.uk - Great Repeal Bill Published
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